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Weddings Guidelines 

Prairie Faith Partners 
Pomeroy/Palmer, Iowa 

Congratulations!  May the Lord bless your relationship!   Below you will find some 

guidance regarding weddings.  If you have any questions - do not be afraid to ask. 

Pastoral Oversight:  The pastor should be kept informed of all plans affecting the 

wedding ceremony and use of the church.  Please let the pastor know if you would like 

him and/or his wife to attend the rehearsal supper or reception (organist too). 

Pre-Marriage Counseling: A couple will normally meet with the pastor for a minimum 

of five sessions for pre-marital counseling.   

Music: You are free to choose your own music as long as it is consistent with the 

ceremony being a Christian worship service.   Secular love songs that accurately reflect 

the relationship of the bride and groom are okay.   Use of organ, soloists, CDs, or other 

instruments are all encouraged.  If you plan on using a soloist or CD then you need to 

make arrangements to have someone who will run the sound system.   

Flowers & Decorations: Flowers are the responsibility of the wedding party.  No fake 

flowers may be used on the altar.  All flowers should be removed by the day after the 

wedding or arrangements should be made with the pastor.  Decorations may be 

attached to the pews only by non-defacing brackets.   

Wedding bulletins: Bulletins are the responsibility of the wedding party.  If you want 

to order them through the church they need to be ordered at least one month before 

your wedding.   

Care of the Church: The church is to be treated with respect.  Smoking is not allowed in 

the building.  No rice, confetti or other materials are to be thrown inside the church.  

(Please use birdseed outside the building.)  Flower girls may use flower pedals if 

desired.  The disposal of wrappings, flower boxes, etc. the removal of chairs, tables, etc. 

that the wedding party has borrowed and the general straightening up of things shall 

be the responsibility of the wedding party.  At St. John candelabras with oil candles are 

available for use.  Please ask for assistance in putting up and taking down the 

candelabras.  Candelabras may not be decorated with any real plants (only artificial). 

Alcohol: No alcoholic beverages are to be consumed on or near the church property.  

Members of the wedding party who have been drinking prior to the wedding will not 

be allowed to participate in the wedding (this includes the bride and groom!).   

Photographs: Pictures may be taken before, after or during the ceremony.  No photos 

using flash bulbs may be taken during the exchange of vows or the exchange of rings.   

Any other restrictions on the use of cameras or video recorders are at the discretion of 

the bride and groom. 
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License:  Every effort must be made to make sure your wedding license is in the church 

office before your wedding; you can't get married without it.  If you are getting married 

in Iowa then your license must be issued in Iowa.  License applications are available in 

all county courthouses.  After your license application is processed you will receive a 

myriad of papers of which the church must be given the Certificate of Marriage along 

with one of the copies of the License to Marry in Iowa.  Most counties will also include an 

envelope for the church to use to mail the Certificate of Marriage back to the courthouse 

after the wedding.  It is easy to get your marriage license many months before your 

wedding - do not wait until the last minute.   

Summary of Costs*:    

 Pastor's Honorarium at your discretion ($50 to $100 is typical) 

 Organist $100 

 Custodian $25 

 Bulletin Actual Cost 

 Secretary $15 (if she types your bulletin) 

  

 * Please speak with the pastor if any of these costs present a hardship.
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Planning Your Ceremony 
 

There is a wealth of resources available for couples to use in the planning of their 

wedding.  Couples are encouraged to seek out resources that reflect their own 

personalities while honoring the fact that the wedding is a Christian worship service.  

Resources to consider include: 

• Now Bring Your Joy to This Wedding includes nineteen different orders of worship.   

• The internet 

• The Lutheran Book of Worship (green hymnal in the pews) 

• The suggested possible readings given below. 

• Your own imagination. 

 

 

 

Suggested Readings: 
 

Any passages from the Bible may be used as a part of your wedding.  You are 

encouraged to select passages that carry a special meaning for your relationship.  Below 

are passages that are commonly used.  Traditionally three passages are selected: one 

from the Old Testament, one from the New Testament outside the Gospels and one 

from one of the Gospels.  You need not feel bound by this tradition - it is far better to 

have scripture passages that you find to be meaningful.  Feel free to speak with the 

pastor if you would like assistance in selecting scripture passages. 

 

Old Testament Readings (first reading): 
 

Genesis 1:26-28, 31 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 

and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over 

all the earth,  and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

 27 So God created man in his own image, 

       in the image of God he created him; 

       male and female he created them. 

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 

creature that moves on the ground." 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and 

there was morning—the sixth day. 

 

Genesis 2:18-21  18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 

make a helper suitable for him." 

 19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all 

the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and 
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whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave 

names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. 

      But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to 

fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs  and 

closed up the place with flesh. 

 

 

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 10  A wife of noble character who can find? 

       She is worth far more than rubies. 

 11 Her husband has full confidence in her 

       and lacks nothing of value. 

 12 She brings him good, not harm, 

       all the days of her life. 

 13 She selects wool and flax 

       and works with eager hands. 
19 In her hand she holds the distaff 

       and grasps the spindle with her fingers. 

 20 She opens her arms to the poor 

       and extends her hands to the needy. 
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 

       but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

 31 Give her the reward she has earned, 

       and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

 

Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16a; 8:6-7a 8 Listen! My lover! 

       Look! Here he comes, 

       leaping across the mountains, 

       bounding over the hills. 

 9 My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag. 

       Look! There he stands behind our wall, 

       gazing through the windows, 

       peering through the lattice. 

 10 My lover spoke and said to me, 

       "Arise, my darling, 

       my beautiful one, and come with me. 
14 My dove in the clefts of the rock, 

       in the hiding places on the mountainside, 

       show me your face, 

       let me hear your voice; 

       for your voice is sweet, 

       and your face is lovely. 
16 My lover is mine and I am his; 
6 Place me like a seal over your heart, 

       like a seal on your arm; 
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       for love is as strong as death, 

       its jealousy  unyielding as the grave.  

       It burns like blazing fire, 

       like a mighty flame.  

 7 Many waters cannot quench love; 

       rivers cannot wash it away. 

 

Song of Songs 2:10-14, 16 10 My lover spoke and said to me, 

       "Arise, my darling, 

       my beautiful one, and come with me. 

 11 See! The winter is past; 

       the rains are over and gone. 

 12 Flowers appear on the earth; 

       the season of singing has come, 

       the cooing of doves 

       is heard in our land. 

 13 The fig tree forms its early fruit; 

       the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. 

       Arise, come, my darling; 

       my beautiful one, come with me." 

 14 My dove in the clefts of the rock, 

       in the hiding places on the mountainside, 

       show me your face, 

       let me hear your voice; 

       for your voice is sweet, 

       and your face is lovely. 
16 My lover is mine and I am his; 

       he browses among the lilies. 

 

Isaiah 61:10-11  10 I delight greatly in the LORD; 

       my soul rejoices in my God. 

       For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

       and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, 

       as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

       and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

       and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

       so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise 

       spring up before all nations. 

 

New Testament Readings (second reading): 
 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39  31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, 

who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us 



 
6 

all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will 

bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is 

he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at 

the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 

danger or sword? 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 

am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 

nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Romans 12:1-2, 9-13  1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of 

worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will 

is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one 

another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be lacking in 

zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, faithful in prayer. 13Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 

hospitality. 

 

Romans 15:1-3, 5-7, 13 1We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak 

and not to please ourselves. 2Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build 

him up. 3For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: "The insults of those 

who insult you have fallen on me." 

 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 

among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you 

may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 13"Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"—but 

God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the 

Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and 

he will raise us also. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 

himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? 

Never! 

 17But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

 18Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but 

he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19Do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are 

not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
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1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13  31But eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

      And now I will show you the most excellent way. 

 1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have 

not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 

flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 

 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 

tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know 

in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 
11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor 

reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 

know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21 14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole 

family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he 

may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide 

and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

Ephesians 5:21-33  21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the 

wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24Now as the 

church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 
27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives 

as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated 

his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30for we are 

members of his body. 31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32This is a profound mystery—



 
8 

but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33However, each one of you also must love 

his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

 

Philippians 4:4-9  4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or 

heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with 

you. 

 

Colossians 3:12-17  12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with 

each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive 

as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. 

 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 

teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

 

Hebrews 13:1-4, 5-6  1Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2Do not forget to entertain 

strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. 
3Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are 

mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

 4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 

judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 

 5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said, 

   "Never will I leave you; 

      never will I forsake you." 6So we say with confidence, 

   "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

      What can man do to me?" 

 

1 Peter 3:1-9 1Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of 

them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of 

their wives, 2when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3Your beauty should 

not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 

jewelry and fine clothes. 4Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading 
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beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 5For this is the 

way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves 

beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, 6like Sarah, who obeyed 

Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and 

do not give way to fear. 

 7Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them 

with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so 

that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

 8Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, 

be compassionate and humble. 9Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but 

with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

 

1 John 3:18-24  18Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions 

and in truth. 19This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set 

our hearts at rest in his presence 20whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater 

than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22and 

receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases 

him. 23And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to 

love one another as he commanded us. 24Those who obey his commands live in him, 

and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit 

he gave us. 

 

1 John 4:7-12 7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 

who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 

his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one 

has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us. 

 

 

Gospel Readings: 
Matthew 5:1-12  1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 

down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 

 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4Blessed are those who mourn, 

      for they will be comforted. 

 5Blessed are the meek, 

      for they will inherit the earth. 

 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

      for they will be filled. 
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 7Blessed are the merciful, 

      for they will be shown mercy. 

 8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

      for they will see God. 

 9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

      for they will be called sons of God. 

 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 

evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Matthew 5:13-16  13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how 

can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 

and trampled by men. 

 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 

to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they 

may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

 

Matthew 7:21, 24-29  21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like 

a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 

foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 

them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with 

a great crash." 

 28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
29because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

 

Matthew 19:3-6  3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a 

man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 

 4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and 

female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 

to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6So they are no longer two, but one. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

 

Matthew 22:35-40  35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 

 36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This 

is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor 

as yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 
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Mark 10: 6-9 6"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.' 7'For 

this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8and the 

two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one. 9Therefore what God has 

joined together, let man not separate." 

 

 

John 2:1-11 1On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother 

was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the 

wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 

 4"Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time has not yet come." 

 5His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

 6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, 

each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 

 7Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. 

 8Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." 

   They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into 

wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn 

the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10and said, "Everyone brings out 

the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 

drink; but you have saved the best till now." 

 11This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus 

revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 

 

John 15:9-12 9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 
10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 

Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be 

in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. 

 

John 15:12-16  12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater 

love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends 

if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 

know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father 

will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

 

John 17:20-26 20"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe 

in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 

one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world 
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know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24"Father, I 

want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory 

you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 25"Righteous 

Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have 

sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in 

order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." 

 


